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OBSTRUCTION REMOVAL
(Acres)

Code 500

Natural Resources Conservation Service
Conservation Practice Standard

I. Definition

Removal and disposal of unwanted, unsightly or
hazardous buildings, structures, vegetation, landscape
features, trash, rock piles, stone fences, and other
materials.

II. Purposes

The purpose of this practice is to safely remove and
dispose of unwanted obstructions and materials in
order to apply conservation practices or facilitate
planned use of farms, construction sites, and
recreation areas.

III. Conditions Where Practice Applies

This practice applies on land where existing
obstructions interfere with planned land use and
development

IV. Federal, State, and Local Laws

Users of this standard should be aware of potentially
applicable federal, state and local laws, rules,
regulations, or permit requirements governing
obstruction removal.  This standard does not contain
the text of federal, state, or local laws.

V. Criteria

The following criteria apply to all purposes.

A. Rock piles, boulders, stones, fences, hedge rows,
abandoned buildings and structures, trash, and
similar obstructions that would interfere with
planned use and development shall be removed. 

B. All debris such as broken concrete and masonry,
structural steel and wood, stones, stumps, slash,
and sterile or toxic soil material shall be disposed
of so that they will not impede subsequent work
or cause damage to offsite or other areas.  

C. Disposal shall be by burning, burying, or
removing to an approved land fill in an
environmentally acceptable manner.  

D. The cover over buried materials shall be
designed to be adequate for the planned use,
treatment, and vegetation.

E. All required gully shaping shall be performed to
specified dimensions and grades.  Gully fills
shall be compacted to the required density.

F. Areas where obstructions have been removed
shall be vegetated according to NRCS Field
Office Technical Guide (FOTG), Section IV,
Standard 342, Critical Area Planting.

G. Historical or archeological significant and scenic
values shall be identified and preserved as
appropriate.

VI. Considerations

Additional recommendations relating to design which
may enhance the use of, or avoid problems with, this
practice, but are not required to ensure its basic
conservation function are as follows:

A. Rock piles or stone fences should be removed
from crop fields.

B. Consider the use of native species for re-
vegetation of disturbed areas.

VII.  Plans and Specifications

Plans and specifications for obstruction removal shall
be in keeping with this standard and shall describe
the requirements for applying and achieving the
practice purpose.

VIII. Operation and Maintenance

An Operation and Maintenance Plan shall be
developed that is consistent with the purpose of this
practice, intended life of the components, and criteria
for design.

IX. References

USDA, NRCS, Wisconsin Field Office Technical
Guide, Section IV, Conservation Practice Standards
and Specifications.


